
Walworth-Seely Public Library 

Special Board of Trustees Meeting 

May 26, 2020 

APPROVED 

 

5/26/2020 Minutes of WSPL Board Meeting   APPROVED 
 

 
I. Call to Order:  On-line Meeting was called to order at 3:15 pm by President 

Jessica Vance 
 

II. Roll Call/Attendance 
1. Library Trustees Present:   President Jessica Vance, Financial Officer Anne 

Culver, Trustee Carol Dame and Secretary Drew Britt 
2. Library Trustees Absent:  Vice-President David Teetsel 
3. Library Staff Present: Library Director Anne Brown, Library Assistant Bernie 

Maurer, Judy Quinn 
4. Pioneer Library System:  Executive Director Ron Kirsop 
5. Town Representatives Present:  Town Supervisor Susie Jacobs, Town 

Councilman and Liaison to the Library Scott Bryson, Clerk to the Supervisor 
Teresa Maioli, Code Enforcement Officer Phil Williamson 
 
 

III. Adoption of the current meeting agenda 
 

MOTION: Trustee Britt motioned to approve the current agenda of the May 26, 
2020 Special Board Meeting as presented.  Seconded by Trustee Culver.  
Motion carried. 
YES: 4/4:  Trustee Vance, Trustee Dame, Trustee Culver, and Trustee Britt 
NO: 0 
 

Specific Purpose of the Special Meeting:  To discuss items pertaining to 
the Library Reopening Plan with representatives from the Town of 
Walworth 

 
  

 
IV. Period of Public Expression  NA  

 
  

V. Overview of the Library Reopening Plan (Director Brown) 

(1) The Walworth Library reopening plan is aligned with Pioneer Library 

System so that Walworth’s reopening date is in the same as the other 

41 libraries in the system and not become an “attractive nuisance” 

that would draw the public from surrounding towns. 

(2) The plan is to return staff to the building on June 15, 2020 following 

CDC guidelines and reduced number of staff to set up workspaces and 

a quarantine area for returned materials. 
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(3) The book drop would be opened June 22, 2020 and all materials will 

be quarantined for a 72 hour period. 

(4) Contactless pickup would start June 29, 2020 and because the PLS has 

disabled the “holds” function on the library catalog, orders for 

materials would be conducted by phone or email. 

(5) All in-person programming will be suspended until August 31, 2020 

and virtual programming will continue to be offered. 

 

VI. Town of Walworth Reopening (Supervisor Jacobs) 

(1) Currently 50% of the staff are working in the building and are 

available by appointment.  Appointments take place in the town 

meeting room with staff wearing face masks and social 

distancing. 

(2) The plan is to open the lobby to the public on June 15, 2020. 

 

VII. Open Discussion 

A. Supervisor Jacobs stated that since Walworth Library is a municipal 

library, she would like the library to reopen.  She pointed out that 

libraries in Monroe County are reopening. She suggested that staff 

return June 1, 2020 to prepare for reopening because “patrons are 

asking elected officials to reopen the library.” The Town will assist the 

library with any PPE needed.  A cleaning crew will be coming in every 

Friday evening to sanitize the lobby and the restrooms.  A list of people 

entering the building will be kept in the event anyone tests positive for 

the virus. 

B. Library Board President Vance stated that if Walworth Library reopens 

before all the other libraries in the Pioneer Library System, we risk 

becoming a “magnet” that will draw people from all over the area, not 

just Walworth residents.  In addition, a confidential survey of staff 

revealed that at least 70% of the Walworth Library staff are either in a 

“high risk” category or are living with/caring for someone in a “high 

risk” category. 

C. Executive Director Ron Kirsop stated that the libraries in Monroe county 

are run and funded differently than the libraries in the Pioneer Library 

System. He acknowledged that PLS is taking a conservative approach and 

are considering libraries to be in “Phase 4” which is where educational 

facilities fall.  Delivery of materials between libraries will not resume 
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until after June 29, 2020.  He stated that the Library Board of Trustees is 

the only entity that can determine when the library will reopen. 

 

In summary, the Town of Walworth officials are requesting that the plan to re-open 

the Walworth Library be accelerated so that residents of Walworth have access to 

library materials sooner than the Library’s current plan of June 29, 2020 

Director Brown stated that she will discuss this with staff on May 25, 2020. 

President Vance stated that a special Library Board of Trustee’s meeting is 

scheduled for May 28, 2020 at which time the Board will discuss the Town’s request 

to accelerate the reopening of the Walworth Library. 

 

VIII.  Adjournment       

 
MOTION:  Trustee Britt motioned to adjourn the meeting at 4:11 pm.  
Seconded by Trustee Dame.  Motion carried.  
YES: 4/4:  Trustee Vance, Trustee Dame, Trustee Culver and Trustee Britt 
NO: 0 
 
 

  
 
 


